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“Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see a shadow.” – Helen Keller
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Plastering & Concreting – Extra Labour Claimed
The BoQ specification for plastering works and concreting works includes the labour
for the same as shown below.
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The contractor claimed amounts for labour separately for plastering works and
concreting works. Thus the amount included the pay for masons and the helpers.
As the BoQ specification mentions otherwise, the amount claimed separately for
labour was reduced and the bill was certified with significant savings.

Jeevika S Uchil
Trainee QS, Civil
Edwardian

Test Yourself
1. A man rode in to town on Tuesday, and left two days later on Tuesday. How so?
2. What five-letter word becomes shorter when you add two letters to it?
3. Why is the letter A the most like a flower?
4. I have a head but no body, a heart but no blood. Just leaves and no branches,
I grow without wood. What am I?
5. What do you throw out when you want to use it, but
take in when you don’t want to use it?
-Tintu Radheesh
Asst. Manager QS, Services
Quantification

Test Yourself Answers for 5th Jan, 2015 Edition
1) What is broken, every time it’s spoken?

A : Silence
2) There is a room in which no one can enter and no one can leave. Which room I am talking about?

A : Mushroom
3) I become whiter while going dirtier. What am I?

A : Blackboard
4) If you share me, you won’t have me? Who am I?

A : Secret
5) What part of turkey has the most feathers?

A : The outside

Just For Laughs

-Navya Anu Varghese
Trainee QS, Civil
Leela Residences

Good Presentation Skills
What does it take to make a good presentation?
•
Body language/gestures
•
Subject knowledge
•
Knowledge of software like Power Point
Points to remember: Make use of visual slides as much as possible.
Use of diagrams, charts is essential.
 Avoid too many clicks. It may confuse the
user.
 Make use of facts and figures.
 Avoid the presentation to be very flashy or
visually uncomfortable.
 Structure ideas of a presentation in a
standardized way.
 Make sure the look and feel of the
presentation is consistent.
 Try to know the audience & keep it more
interactive.
 Avoid an abrupt end to the presentation.
Why presentation skills?
 Good presentation skills can drive the
organization ahead by creating a positive
impression.



It can express ideas more clearly without
having them misunderstood.



Use of colours and a professional look and
feel catches the attention of the audience.
 Use of visual aids helps in understanding
concepts faster.
Remember: A good presentation creates a good
impression.

- Anitha B M
Asst. Manager QS, Civil
Training

E. Sreedharan – “the metro man”











Elattuvalapil Sreedharan is one among the most famous personalities in
India who is credited for changing face of Indian public transport in India.
 After completion of Civil engineering from Government College of
Engineering, Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh, he worked as a lecturer at
Government Polytechnic, Kozhikode before joining the Bombay Port Trust
as an apprentice.
 Later on he succeeded in clearing Engineering Services Exam, now known
as IES and joined the Southern Railway as a probationary assistant
engineer in the year 1954.
 In 1964 he was posted into execution for restoring damaged Pamban
Bridge at Rameshwaram within 90 days. He completed it in 46! He was
awarded the Railway Minister’s award.
In the year 1970, he was appointed as deputy chief engineer and assigned with the task of blueprinting
Calcutta Metro plan and its implementation, the first ever metro in India. To everyone’s surprise,
Sreedharan not only completed this much heralded project but also laid down the foundation of-Darshan
modern
infrastructure engineering in India.
Junior QS
Conrad Hotel/Hermitage
In 1981, as the Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Cochin Shipyard, Sreedharan
guided the first
ship building project named MV Rani Padmini and successfully launched it.
Post retirement from Indian Railway in 1990, he was appointed as CMD of Konkan Railway. The total
project covered 760 km and had over 150 bridges and was completed without significant cost and time
overruns which was considered an achievement by many.
Sreedharan was the backbone for the success of Delhi Metro Rail Corporation and was given
the sobriquet of “Metro Man” by the media for his grand success in executing the completion of the Delhi
Metro.
For his great contribution and excellence in work, he was
- Sachin Suresh
awarded Padmashri and Padma Vibhushan by Govt of India.
Trainee QS, Civil
Casabella

A Beautiful Way of Looking at Things
A Father was reading a magazine and his little daughter
every now and then distracted him. To keep her busy,
he tore one page on which was printed the map of the
world. He tore it into pieces and asked her to go to her
room and put them together to make the map again.

He was sure she would take the whole day to get it
done.
But the little one came back within minutes with
perfect map!!
When he asked how she could do it so quickly, she
said, “Oh, Dad! There is a man’s face on the other
side of the paper. I just made the face perfect to get
the map right.” She then ran outside to play, leaving
the father surprised.
Moral of the story:
There is always another side to whatever you
experience in this world. Whenever you come across
a challenge or a puzzling situation, always look at the
other side – another way you can look at the problem.
You will be surprised to see an easy way to tackle the
problem.
So don’t shy away from solving the same problem in
a better and more creative way than you already have
been!
- Swati Budihal
Trainee QS, Civil
- Madhu Bhavi
Engineer QS, Civil
Ivy Terraces

Did you know??
Taj Mahal – Points of interest
 The Taj Mahal appears pink in the morning, white in the
day and changes its colour to golden in the moon light.
 The pillars surrounding Taj Mahal are slightly tilted
outwards so that in the event of an earthquake they will fall
away from the tomb. In the tomb area, wells were dug and
filled with stone and rubble as the footings of the tomb.
 An identical Taj Mahal was supposed to be built in black
marble instead of white. The base of it can still be seen
across the river.
 Over 1,000 elephants were used to transport building
materials during the construction of the Taj Mahal.
 The Taj Mahal is perfectly symmetrical in every way,
except for one thing--the two tombs inside are not equal in
size. This is because the male tomb had to be larger than
the female tomb.
 The Taj Mahal cost about Rs. 32 million, which in today's
money would probably exceed $1 billion!
 It took 22 years and 22,000 people to build this structure.
The architecture is a fusion of Persian, Central Asian and
Islamic architecture

“Taj Mahal, the symbol of love, is
indeed the most exquisite and
magnificent architectural phenomenon
in the world”.

- Pooja Anu
Engineer QS, Civil
Kenilworth

Seize the opportunity - be a Go Getter, a winner!
Opportunities are countless, we have to go for them, grab them. In all aspects of life — personal
fulfillment, relationships, work, or fitness — it is the go-getters who ultimately prosper.
Qualities of a Go Getter


Go getters have a vision, a goal, and they are constantly working towards it.



Perseverance, persistence is the key. They put
in whatever it takes to move closer to their goal.
They show up every day, even if they don’t feel
ok because they are disciplined.



Moments of glory- They pat themselves on the
back every day, for even the minutest of
achievements, this motivates and gives them
incentive to move forward.



Go-getters are passionate about what they do and
are excited to work on tasks they care about.



They associate with positive-minded, ambitious
people, choosing their confidantes carefully and
seek mutually beneficial and fulfilling
relationships.



They are bold, courageous and speak out. They don’t let fear stop them.



Their motto: Try, try till you succeed.



They constantly look for learnings from their mistakes and take criticism constructively,
since mistakes are inevitable.

The silver lining – ‘We can all be Go Getters!’
Go getter characteristics are developed/cultivated intentionally by the wise, they are not just
showered on the lucky few.
So challenge yourself every day beyond your capabilities and the sky will be the limit!

- Zeeba Kagalwala
Sr. Project Manager,
Interiors
Leela Residences

The Open Page
“Money is yours but resources belong to the society!”
Once Ratan Tata and his colleagues went to Hamburg, Germany. When they arrived at Hamburg, they
walked into the restaurant, and noticed that a lot of tables were empty. There was a table where a young
couple was having their meal. There were only two dishes and two cans of beer on the table. They
wondered if such simple meal could be romantic, and whether the girl will leave this stingy guy.
There were a few old ladies on another table. When any dish was served, the waiter would distribute the
food for them, and they would finish every bit of the food on their plates.
Now, as they were very hungry, one of Tata’s local colleagues ordered more food. When they were done,
there was still about one third of un-consumed food on the table.
As they were leaving the restaurant, the old ladies spoke to them in English and indicated that they were
unhappy about Tata and his colleagues wasting so much food.
"We paid for our food, it is none of your business how much food we left behind," one of the colleagues
told the old ladies.
The old ladies were furious. One of them immediately took her hand phone out and made a call to
someone. After a while, a man in uniform from Social Security organisation arrived. Upon knowing what
the dispute was, he issued a 50 Euro fine to Ratan Tata and his colleagues.
The officer told in a stern voice, "Order what you can consume, money is yours but resources belong to
the society. There are many others in the world who are facing shortage of resources. You have no reason
to waste resources."
The lesson: “Annam Para brahma Swaroopam," says our Indian philosophy. This means that food is
equal to God. Many times, on many occasions, we order large quantities of food and end up wasting a large
amount. We cannot waste the resources that we are blessed with! Let us start optimising our use of
resources from today!

-Siddalingappagoud Patil
Trainee QS, Civil
Falcon Towers

Get Linked!!
http://www.decoist.com/2013-10-23/diy-wall-art-projects/ - Always wanted to
decorate your home beautifully but don’t know how? Find amazing ‘Do It
Yourself’ ideas to decorate your 0.
home space in a better way than you ever
imagined!
www.jimmychin.com – Get lost in a world of adventure and
scenic beauty through which, professional adventurer Jimmy
Chin guides you!

Fighting Dengue
Dengue is a deadly disease caused by dengue virus
transmitted by the Aedes mosquito. This disease can be
fatal at times and is characterized by symptoms such as
high fever with headache, severe muscle pain, joint pain,
red rashes on the body that can cause itching and a
drastic drop in platelets count. So far no specific
medicine has been formulated for this disease. Painkillers
like Aspirin and Ibuprofen have their own side effects.

Papaya leaf juice is a traditional method of curing
dengue fever without posing any side effects.
Scientific research and several case studies have
indicated that papaya leaf juice contains the
enzymes chymopapin and papain that boost
platelets, also known as thrombocytes and also
relieve symptoms. Pharmaceutical companies are
already using papaya leaf extract preparations in
the form of capsules and liquid formulas. The
doctors recommend taking 20 to 25 ml of this juice
twice a day for a week for quick results.
Papaya leaf has been found to possess antimalarial properties as well. Thus, papaya leaf juice
is often used in some parts of the world as a
prophylactic for preventing malaria in certain
endemic regions.
- Zaid Ismail Thahir
Trainee QS, Services
Shantiniketan Mall

Achievers of January!
Highest number of bill Certifications!
18 Bills

Syed Tashfeen Imran
Asst Manager QS, Services
Tech Vista

Best CLIK Presentation!

An Interesting Fact!
The first rocket in India wasTashfeen Imran
transported on a cycle !
Assistant
The first rocket was so
light and small that it was
Services
transported in parts on a
bicycle to the Thumba
Launching Station in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

Manager

Tie Rods

Ramya B
Sr. Engineer QS, Civil
Mysore Mall

- Vaiteeshwaran
Sr. Engineer QS, Services
Quantification

Best Quants News Article!
Achievements
Failure is not the alternative to success!

Tisna Thomas
Engineer QS, Civil
Cochin Mall

Siddalingappagoud Patil
is the winner of the Test
Yourself
challenge,
Jan’15.
Congratulations! 
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